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green of the forested slopes and islands contrast with the deep blue of
the Mediterranean, while the white towns on the shore line add a
touch of contrasting color which aids in making the whole region a
picture of surpassing beauty. Here the tourist industry is well devel-
oped, such centers as Cannes, Nice and Menlon being' especially im-
portant.

Marseille, located some thirty miles to the east of the mouth of the
Rhone, is the first seaport of France, and one of the most important

Vineyards crowd close to the walls of Carcassonne, (Courtesy of the French Gov-
ernment Tourist Information Bureau, New York,)

ports of the Mediterranean. It is cut off from the Rhone Valley by a
ridge of limestone hills, through which both railways and the Rhone
Canal pass in long tunnels. Marseille handles nearly all the trade of
France with the Mediterranean districts and the east, and is also the
point of contact between France and its African colonies. In addition
to its commercial activities, it is an important manufacturing center.
It refines large amounts of oil, and manufactures soap. This industry
was originally based on local supplies of olive oil, but today the oils are
largely imported from west Africa. Many other colonial raw materials
have given rise to prosperous industries. The industrial and commercial